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MORE THAN A PLAY: STUDENTS DEPICT 

‘THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE’ 
TRAINING THE AWARD WINNERS OF THE FUTURE

ARTSED STUDENTS LOOK BEYOND THEIR SCRIPTS AS THEY PREPARE TO BECOME THE FIRST DRAMA SCHOOL TO PORTRAY ‘THE COLOUR OF JUSITCE’
During its run at the Tricycle Theatre in the late 90’s Richard Norton-Taylors ‘The Colour of Justice’ was widely touted as the most vital piece of theatre on a London stage. Ten years later and the issues encapsulated within the play are still rife within our society; this makes the play just as relevant as it was ten years ago. From the 17th to the 20th February, 2010, third year BA Acting students from Arts Educational School London will become the first drama school students to have ever performed the play; this is another prestigious honour for the school.
‘The Colour of Justice’ is a dramatic reconstruction based on the transcripts of the Stephen Lawrence inquiry. In 1993, Black teenager Stephen Lawrence was stabbed to death in a racist attack by a gang of white youths and the police investigation failed to provide sufficient evidence to convict, the public inquiry causing a national outcry as the justice system was revealed to be seriously flawed.
As 3rd year acting students, for the majority of their performances the concentration is to showcase their own talents and do the script justice. However, rarely have they had the task of representing the real life tragedy of a young man, his family and a generation of individuals that have been affected by racism, knife crime and injustice. As a result of this, Arts Educational Schools London has taken additional steps to ensure that the students truly understand the events that occurred and are made aware themselves of the issues surrounding the play. 
Prior to their performances, various members of the cast will be working closely with both Richard Norton-Taylor, who condensed more than 11,000 pages of transcripts to create the play, and Michael Mansfield QC, who worked on the prosecution for the Stephen Lawrence case. Both men were very closely involved with the actual case and it’s a testament to them that they’re willing to help Stephen’s story reach another generation. Students will visit Michael Mansfield at his Chambers where they’ll learn how the courts work first hand whereas Richard Norton-Taylor has held workshops and helped the students understand the case from a media perspective. Not only is this exceptional preparation for what should be a gripping performance but it’s also helping create a group of ambassadors for the cause amongst some of the countries leading young performing artistes. Robert Jackson, who’s set to portray the role of Michael Mansfield QC denotes the importance of his experience.
’Being in court with Mr Mansfield made me realise, more than ever, the fact that this play is about real people and real lives. As actors it’s our job to tell a story, and I feel that as a cast have a duty to tell the story of Stephens murder and make sure that the memory of this innocent young man is not forgotten.’

The performance of ‘The Colour of Justice’ comes of the back of the success that the ArtsEd student play ‘Territory’ had at The Edinburgh Fringe Festival. The powerful script illustrating the problems with knife crime amongst the younger generation won the NSDF emerging artist’s award at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, further showcasing how ArtsEd and its students are using its facilities to bring to light some of the countries most pressing issues. 

Notes to the editor
· Cast Includes: Hannah Bracegirdle, Darlene Charles, Emma Hubble, Lashana Lynch, Tamaryn Payne, Nicola Thorpe, Katy Wale, Jacob Dunn, Joshua Hayes, Robert Jackson, Craig Morris, Owen Pullar, Christopher Whitelock.
· Synopsis
‘In 1993, Black teenager Stephen Lawrence was stabbed to death in a racist attack by a gang of white youths and the police investigation failed to provide sufficient evidence to convict, the public inquiry causing a national outcry as the justice system was revealed to be seriously flawed.
This is a dramatic reconstruction based on the transcripts of the inquiry.’

· 17th – 20th Feb 2010

Studio Theatre, 7:30pm

Arts Educational Schools London, 14 Bath Road, Chiswick W4 1LY

· ‘The Colour of Justice’ cast as well as ArtsEd staff are available for interview if necessary. 

For more information on ‘The Colour of Justice’ and Arts Educational Schools London’s 90th Year please contact:

Caroline Smith

press@artsed.co.uk 

020 8987 6652

