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Press information for immediate release: Monday 12 July 2010.

ARTS EDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS LONDON today announced a newly developed course for the modern actor – their BA HONS ACTING FOR FILM AND TELEVISION*.

ArtsEd has worked with industry experts, and is now the first drama school to redesign its course, to fit the demands made on actors in the twenty first century. 
Whilst most drama schools still concentrate on producing theatre actors, ArtsEd has seen that 60% of paid work now comes from screen acting of one sort or another. So they have expanded the amount of work that their students do in front of the camera in film and television training to 50%, alongside a still thorough foundation in classical theatre acting.

This unique course understands that television and film acting training is now as important as the traditional classical theatre training. The rigorous course will enable the actors to understand the very different ‘process’ to create roles for film and television acting, and prepare them for the modern industry. 

With the demise of the traditional repertory theatre season, where graduates used to start their careers; it is much more likely that a young actor will now start working in broadcast in the multi-channelled world of television, on-line, or even starring in the latest soap on a mobile phone, not to mention the UK and Hollywood film industries. Now, success on television and film leads to the actor working in theatre; when only a few years ago it was the opposite for actors: by making their name on stage, would lead to film and television roles. The industry has changed.
Specialising in film and television, the students at ArtsEd will spend a lot of time in front of the camera throughout their three year training. With the opportunity of using professional television and film scripts, the students will regularly be filmed performing current and contemporary scripts including Paul Abbott’s multi-award-winning Shameless and State Of Play.

Michael Bray, Director of the School of Acting at ArtsEd says: “For actors to succeed, and more importantly to work in the 21st century, they need to know how to work in theatre, film and television. It is crucial that today’s actor gets a fully rounded training, and that means at least fifty percent film and television and fifty percent theatre training, which for the first time ArtsEd will deliver with their BA Hons Acting for Film and Television. Our students will receive a thorough classical theatre training for the stage, and also a complete training for film and television. They will get a unique insight into how a film set actually works and most importantly what modern directors want from today’s actor in front of the camera. Screen acting demands enormous preparation that needs to be learnt and put into practice, whilst training. ArtsEd is excited to be breaking the mould with a completely modern training for a modern industry”.

Hilary Strong, Director of The National Council for Drama Training (NCDT) said: “The Council is wholly supportive of training establishments developing their vocational courses in line with the changing demands of the Industry”.

Skillset, which is the Sector Skills Council for the Creative Media Industries, has also thrown its support behind the course. Kate O’Connor, Skillset’s Executive Director of Policy and Development said: “Acting is such an unpredictable and competitive field that it is great to see a course that is designed to reflect the realities of the TV and Film industry as it is today. We wholeheartedly welcome the development of this unique course, and wish ArtsEd the best of luck in their first year.”

ArtsEd‘s recent graduates are already taking on major film and television roles including Finn Jones, who on leaving ArtsEd went straight into Channel Four’s Hollyoaks and is now about to star in the HBO mini series Game of Thrones: “The screen training at ArtsEd has been indispensable. Without it, I would not have achieved the great experiences I have had to date. The level of expertise, commitment and passion that comes from the film department at ArtsEd is unlike anything that I have ever seen from other drama schools. ArtsEd has given me the necessary and vital film training I needed to go out into the screen industry and make a living. Everything you learn on the course is directly usable as soon as you graduate, and because of that, it gives you the confidence and knowledge as a professional actor to get on with the job in hand."

Another student, Nathan Wright went straight into the BBC's Being Human and Doctors: "I realised doing my first TV job on leaving ArtsEd that the process and the whole way that the film department teach is identical to the industry. The passion and commitment that Michael Bray and the team have for all the students is undeniably exceptional".

ArtsEd - leading the way to produce the most versatile actors for the twenty-first century. 

For a more detailed description of the Curriculum and Auditions please visit ARTS EDUCATIONAL SCHOOLS LONDON‘s website at www.artsed.co.uk. 

*subject to revalidation.
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